
August 18, 2014 
 
Administrator Gina McCarthy 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC  20460 
 
Re: Agricultural Worker Protection Standard Revisions; Proposed Rule 
 
Docket ID: EPA-HQ-OPP-2011-0184 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposed changes to the agricultural Worker Protection 
Standard (WPS). 
 
Human Rights Watch has documented the dangerous conditions of work for child 
farmworkers in the US since 2000, through firsthand interviews with hundreds of 
children, their parents, experts on health, farm safety, and agriculture, and others, as 
well as through secondary research.1 Most recently, we published a report on 
hazardous child labor in US tobacco farming, Tobacco’s Hidden Children, based on 
interviews with 141 children, ages 7 to 17, who worked on tobacco farms in the 
United States in 2012 or 2013.2 Through this research, we have repeatedly 
documented the exposure of child farmworkers to pesticides while working on US 
farms.  
 
Human Rights Watch is pleased that EPA has proposed many important changes to 
the Worker Protection Standard that could serve to better protect the health and 
safety of child farmworkers and their families. However, we are concerned that the 
proposed rules fall short in several key areas.  

 



 
Below, we offer comments on the proposed changes to the WPS, focusing on the 
effects these changes will have on children, both children who work in the fields and 
the children of adult farmworkers. We frame our comments around empirical 
evidence of children’s unique vulnerability to the adverse effects of pesticide 
exposure.  
 
Human Rights Watch is grateful for the opportunity to comment on the changes to 
the agricultural Worker Protection Standard. EPA has proposed many important 
changes that could serve to better protect farmworkers from pesticide exposure, but 
we urge EPA to revise the WPS to take the additional steps detailed below in order to 
better protect the health and safety of child farmworkers and children in agricultural 
communities.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Joseph Amon 
Director 
Health and Human Rights Division 

 

 
Zama Coursen-Neff 
Director 
Children’s Rights Division 

 
 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

  

 
  



 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



  

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

   



  

  

 

 
 



 

  





   

 



  

 



 

  

 



  

  



 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

  

 

  

 



   

 

  

 

 

  



  

  



 
 

 
 



  

  





 
 




